Neuroendocrine signet ring cell adenocarcinoma of the endocervix.
Signet ring cell morphology in mixed carcinoma of the uterine cervix is not uncommon. It is rare for such morphology to predominate, however, and there are no reported cases of a signet ring cell adenocarcinoma (SRCA) of the endocervix with neuroendocrine differentiation. A 53-year-old woman presented with abnormal perimenopausal bleeding, and uterine curettings revealed a signet ring cell carcinoma. After clinical evaluation to eliminate a metastasis from an extra-uterine primary, the patient underwent surgical therapy and staging, and was treated with postoperative adjuvant chemoradiation. Pathologic evaluation found the tumor to arise from the endocervix and to be of predominant signet ring cell morphology. Immunohistochemical staining revealed that the tumor exhibited neuroendocrine differentiation and helped confirm its endocervical origin. The patient remains without evidence of disease 6 months after primary therapy. This is the first case report of endocervical SRCA with neuroendocrine differentiation (SRCA with features of carcinoid tumor). Discussion of this entity is provided.